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Who can shine on the main tours in 2021?

It is time to look forward to 2021 and to give some thought as to 

which golfers may have a big year on the European and USPGA 

main tours in 2021. We will also consider who we think will be world 

number one at the end of the year.

We will take a look at two golfers from the European Tour and two 

from the USPGA Tour, plus our pick for world number one.

“Each year golfers come on to the scene and 

show what they can do at the highest level”

We will consider why these golfers may make the big 

breakthrough and surge up the world rankings and why they 

can do it.

If you have any views on which golfers may make the big 

breakthrough in 2021 email us with your thoughts at

Who can shine on the main tours in 2021?
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Five golfers to watch in 2021

The European Tour

Golfer number one to watch is …. .John Catlin

John is from the U.S. and is aged 30. He made his initial breakthrough in 2020 

on the European Tour. He won twice in the year, at The Dubai Duty Free Irish 

Open and The Andalucía Masters. John also had three further top ten nishes 

on tour, at the Celtic Classic, the Austrian Open and the Portugal Masters. So, 

a real cross section of the tournaments that are played on the European 

tour. His trajectory in 2020 was like that of Brooks Koepka in past years on the 

tour and look how he has progressed now on to the USPGA Tour and to 

become world number one for a time, winning majors along the way.

In the 2020 season John played in fourteen tournaments, 

winning twice, had three further top ten's and made the cut 

on ten occasions. His best performance metric is his driving 

accuracy where he was fth on tour. What we nd with 

golfers who are strong in one driving metric is that they are 

weak in the other. John is no exception to this, as he is one 

hundred and forty rst for driving distance, averaging just 

under three hundred yards. John's next best metric is 
thaverage putts per round, where he is currently 39 . His 

stroke average per round on tour is currently 70.53. John has 

plenty to improve upon and so it is initially surprising that he 

did so well in 2020. In 2019 John played in twenty-one 

tournaments on the tour but did not have any top ten 

nishes. So, we can see how much he has improved results-

wise.

As John is aged thirty, he does need to crack on and 

improve on his world ranking of ninety-nine. His ambition is 

to make the USPGA Tour as Brooks Koepka did from the 

same base point and so you can be condent that he will 

be putting in the hard work in 2021 to make that journey.
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Five golfers to watch in 2021

Our second pick is …. Laurie Canter.

Laurie is English and is aged thirty-one. He is yet to win on tour but 

did have two second places in 2020. He also had three other top 

tens in the year. He made twelve of seventeen cuts. His second-

place nishes were in the Italian Open and the Portugal Masters.

Laurie has been around for several years on tour but made his 

initial breakthrough in 2020. His other top ten nishes were in the DP 

World Tour in Dubai, The Wales Open and the Hero Open. He also 

had nishes in the top twenty in the Irish Open, The UK 

Championship and the Alfred Dunhill Championship. 

Laurie is long off the tee averaging three hundred and fteen 

yards, which puts him twentieth on tour. For driving accuracy, he is 

eighty rst, which is not too bad for a long hitter. He is strong in 

regard to greens in regulation, being in twenty fourth place 

overall on tour. His weakness is around the green. Laurie is one 

hundred and tenth for average number of putts taken and one 

hundred and thirteenth for sand saves. So, a signicant area for 

him to work on going forward. His overall stroke average is 70.14, 

which puts him eleventh on tour.

Laurie struggled in 2020 when challenged by the bigger names on 

tour and did weaken in the nal rounds of tournaments. However, 

in the past six weeks he has shown signs of hanging in there at the 

business end and I think will get his maiden tour win in 2021. The 

bookmakers have not yet got the measure of him and so we can 

get him at some decent odds in 2021. Laurie is another golfer who 

needs to crack on due to age and I know he has put in hard work 

during 2020 to improve his game and I think that there is more to 

come. He will also be trying hard to make the Ryder Cup team 

later in the year. So, plenty of motivation for him to step forward 

and do the business.

Laurie is currently ranked one hundred and thirty second in the 

world.
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Five golfers to watch in 2021

Our rst golfer to consider is …… Joachin Niemann.

Joachin is aged twenty-two and is from Chile. He is now a regular on 

the USPGA tour, having graduated from the Latin American Tour. 

For the USPGA Tour we will combine the part of the current season 

which started in September 2020 and the previous season. 

Since September Joachin has had one top ten nish and three other 

top twenty nishes. In the previous season he won the Military Tribute at 

Greenbrier, was third in The BMW Championship and had four other 

top ten nishes. In that season he made fteen cuts out of twenty-three 

starts. 

His metrics in the current season are: twelfth for strokes gained off the 

tee; fourteenth for driving distance; eighteenth for strokes gained 

total. His scoring average is 69.54, which places him twelfth overall. His 

worst areas are strokes gained around the green where he is one 

hundred and twenty sixth and sand saves where he is an awful two 

hundred and seventeenth. So, despite his excellent performances 

there is plenty of room for improvement, which is denitely possible for 

a twenty-one-year-old. 

Joachin is slight in build and is not the tallest and so he will not bulk up 

that much and will rely on his exibility and whip to generate power. He 

has contended in the big ones in 2020 and he is not going anywhere, I 

think. He has plenty of drive. He comes from humble beginnings and 

knows that he needs to be successful to be able to fund programs to 

help others that he supports in his home country of Chile. 

Joachin is world ranked forty-three at present and can push in to the 

top twenty in 2021. 

On to the USPGA Tour
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Five golfers to watch in 2021

Our second pick on the USPGA Tour is… Maverick McNealy.

Maverick is aged twenty-ve and is a graduate of Stanford. He is 

American. He turned professional in 2017, initially playing for a 

time on the Korn Ferry Tour. 

In the current season, which commenced in September, 

Maverick has played in seven tournaments, has had one top ten 

nish and three other top twenty nishes. So, an excellent effort.

In the previous season he had twenty-three outings on tour. He 

had three top tens and made the cuts on seventeen occasions. 

His best nish was tied fth in the Pebble Beach Pro Am. We can 

see the progress he has made in a short time.

His current season performance metrics as a sample are – strokes 

gained putting eighty third; strokes gained around the green 

ninety ninth; strokes gained off the tee one hundred and sixty rst; 

strokes gained approaching the green one hundred and sixty 

seventh and worst of all, driving accuracy two hundred and forth 

third. So massive areas of improvement possible and it is amazing 

that he has done so well in 2020. 

Maverick was a big star in U.S. college golf, and he is beginning to 

come to terms with the USPGA Tour and 2021 could be a big year 

for him. He still goes off at 100/1 plus in some tournaments and so 

there could be plenty of value there.

Maverick is ranked one hundred and sixty-ve in the world at this 

time and can push into the top one hundred at least in 2021.
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Five golfers to watch in 2021

The pick is … Rory McIlroy.

Rory did not have the best of times on the course by his own high 

standards since the tour recommenced in June 2020. He lost his 

world number one status. Rory is aged thirty-one and is from 

Northern Ireland.

Rory is based in the U.S. these days, living down in Florida. His main 

aim now is to win The Masters to complete the career grand slam. 

His best performances in 2020 were tied fth in The Masters in 

November, tied eighth in the U.S. Open and tied eighth in the Tour 

Championship. 

The issue that Rory has had in recent times is that he is not the best in 

the rst round of tournaments so then must play catch up on the 

eld, which at the top level is exceedingly difcult. He needs to 

eliminate this in 2021 if he is to win more majors and get back to 

world number one. But going forward he is well settled now with his 

rst child, Poppy, being born in 2020. Money is not the motivator for 

Rory, as he has enough of it to last several lifetimes. His motivation 

must be to win more, particularly majors. Rory is extremely popular 

with golf fans and is a down to earth individual despite his past 

mega-success.

Looking at his metrics – he is second for strokes gained off the tee, 

third for driving distance, but seventy seventh for driving 

accuracy. He is fourth on the USPGA Tour for average number of 

birdies per round but does also generate a signicant number of 

bogeys. If we look at his putting, he is thirty rst for one putt 

percentage but is one hundred and seventy rst re three putt 

avoidance. So very erratic. Rory does have signicant weaknesses 

at present for such a talented golfer. He is one hundred and fty 

eighth around the green and one hundred and ninety fth for 

greens in regulation.

And now on to our pick for world 
number one at the end on 2021
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It is common belief in the game that Rory is the 

most naturally gifted golfer in the world. The 

bookmakers fear him but because of his failings 

in recent times they have made a lot of money 

because of his failures and that punters continue 

to support him. If he can cut out the errors, he will 

get back to world number one by the end of 

2021. He is currently ranked number four in the 

world.

So, there you are, we have ve golfers to follow 

closely in 2021.  We will track them throughout 

the year as we analyze the relevant 

tournaments.

Good luck and keep those bogeys off your 

card (as much as you can).

All the best Martin
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