


 

 

 

The Open is one of the four ‘Majors’, the others being the 
Masters, the PGA Championship and the U.S. Open. Since the 
PGA Championship moved to May in 2019, the Open has been 
chronologically the fourth and final major tournament of the 
year. 

 

It is called The Open, because it is in theory "open" to all, i.e., both professional and amateur 
golfers. In practice, the current event is very much a professional tournament in which a small 
number of the world's leading amateurs also play, by invitation or qualification. The success of the 
tournament has led to many other open golf tournaments to be introduced around the world. 

The current champion is Shane Lowry, who won the 148th Open at Royal Portrush Golf Club in 
Northern Ireland with a score of 269 strokes. It was also held at Portrush in 1951, the first occasion 
that it had not been held in Scotland or England. 

On 11 September 1872 agreement was reached between Prestwick, the Honourable Company of 
Edinburgh Golfers and The Royal and Ancient Golf Club. They decided that each of the three clubs 
would contribute £10 towards the cost of a new trophy, which was to be a silver claret jug, known 
officially as The Golf Champion Trophy, and hosting of the Open would be rotated between the 
three clubs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Brief History of the Open 

Copyright – Golfbetsgold.com 2021 1 



 

 

 

Year Champion Score To par Margin Runner(s)-up Venue 

2019   Shane Lowry 269 −15 6 strokes  Tommy Fleetwood  

2018   Francesco Molinari 276 −8 2 strokes 

 Kevin Kisner 
 Rory McIlroy 
 Justin Rose 
 Xander Schauffele 

Carnoustie 

2017   Jordan Spieth 268 −12 3 strokes  Matt Kuchar Royal Birkdale  

2016   Henrik Stenson 264 −20 3 strokes  Phil Mickelson  Royal Troon 

2015   Zach Johnson 273 −15 Playoff 
 Marc Leishman 
 Louis Oosthuizen 

St Andrews 

2014   Rory McIlroy 271 −17 2 strokes 
 Rickie Fowler 
 Sergio García 

Royal Liverpool  

2013   Phil Mickelson 281 −3 3 strokes  Henrik Stenson Muirfield 

2012   Ernie Els (2) 273 −7 1 stroke  Adam Scott 
Royal Lytham & 
St Annes 

2011   Darren Clarke 275 −5 3 strokes 
 Dustin Johnson 
 Phil Mickelson 

Royal St 
George's 

 

So, if we look at recent winners and runners up, we get a mix of Irish, American and European 
winners. They all have a decent record playing links courses by the coast. They also have 
experience of playing well in the wind. I think that this points to where we should be looking for the 
2021 winner.  

When we were at Royal St Georges last time Darren Clarke won easily by keeping the ball in play, 
scrambling and putting well on undulating greens. You need to be straight off the tee and there is 
no need to be long on most holes. Wayward drives will find a lot of trouble, especially with a 
reduced number of spectators to get in the way of their ball going into bad places in the dunes. 
Course strategy and course management are the keys to finishing high up the leader board. 

Past winners are invited to play in The Open forever more and so we shall see some great 
champions of the past at Sandwich. Perhaps Ernie Els, Stewart Cink or Phil Mickelson amongst 
others can roll back the years and contend, at least for some of the tournament? 

 

 

How will former winners do? 
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The Royal St George's Golf Club is located in Sandwich, Kent, England, it is one of the courses used 
on The Open Championship rotation and is the only Open golf course to be located in Southern 
England.  

It has hosted 14 Open championships, the first in 1894 when it became the first club outside 
Scotland to host the championship.  

Past champions include Darren Clarke, Greg Norman and Sandy Lyle. The club was founded by the 
surgeon Laidlaw Purves in 1887 in a setting of wild dune land. Many holes have blind or partially 
blind shots, although the ‘unfairness’ element has been reduced after several 20th century 
modifications. The course possesses the deepest bunker in championship golf, located on its fourth 
hole. 

Author Ian Fleming used the Royal St George's course under the name "Royal St. Marks" in his 1959 
novel Goldfinger. When he died, Fleming was Captain-elect of the Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Course – Royal St. Georges 
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World number one and U.S. Open champion Jon Rahm is the current favourite at 9/1 and you 
cannot argue with those odds based upon his current form. Will he like the course? He should be 
OK, but ‘Rahmbo’ would prefer to be able to drive the ball further. His good bunker play and 
putting skills will come in to play on this course. 

Then at 12/1 we have Dustin Johnson and Rory McIlroy. They are both former open winners and DJ 
was runner up to Darren Clarke the last time the tournament took place on this course. Rory can 
play this type of course but you would have to favour DJ based upon what he has done here in the 
past. At 16/1 is Brooks Koepka. A bit wayward of late but ultra-talented. However, I do not see him 
naturally fitting this course. 

On 18/1 is another former Open winner AKA ‘Champion Golfer of the Year’ is Jordan Speith. He is 
playing OK in 2021 and should be suited by a course you must plot your way around. However, he 
struggles to be consistent over four days. At 20/1 we have a cluster – Bryson DeChambeau, Justin 
Thomas and Xander Schauffele. I do not see how Bryson can gouge his way out of the sandy waste 
areas on this course with great success. Justin Thomas is struggling with his game a bit lately, 
especially his putting. JT does not have much of a record on UK links courses. Of the three I prefer 
Xander as he is more of a plotter than the other two. 

All priced at 28/1 are former Open Champion and major specialist Louis Oosthuizen; Number one 
in ball striking at present Collin Morikawa and the ever-smiling recent winner in Germany Viktor 
Hovland. Royal St Georges suits Louis and I can see him going well yet again. Morikawa may well 
struggle with his putting on these greens. Viktor can play this type of course well enough, but he 
does seem to have issues with dropping strokes inadvertently on certain holes in his rounds 
though. 

Other golfers that caught my eye at current odds: 
Patrick Reed at 40/1. He is a battler and a top all round golfer. He does need to be in contention 
going into the weekend though.  

Defending champion golfer Shane Lowry is 50/1. He can go well on this course. Likely he is more of 
‘one to back to lay’, as he may go well early but then struggle a bit on Sunday. 

Also, at 50/1 is the newly married (again) Lee Westwood. I can see ‘Westy’ going well here, 
especially if the wind gets up. 

Phil Mickelson, yet another former Open champion is 66/1. An expert plotter is Phil. He can work 
his way around the course if his game is in good order.   And finally, Matt Kuchar at 100/1. ‘Kuch’ 
has a decent Open record and the more difficult things become… the more it suits Kuch. 

 

Current Bookmakers odds 
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Firstly, looking at those who are favoured by the bookmakers as above. 

Let me say before we do so that you should not be getting involved with ante post betting unless 
you can find a 100/1 plus shot who will come in to form for the tournament and therefore shorten 
in odds significantly. Bookmakers will have plenty of offers in the week of the tournament, 
including paying each way up to ten places. So, my advice is to wait until the week of the 
tournament to get involved.  

Jon Rahm must be a contender based upon current form. 

Dustin Johnson has played well here before and so if he has his swing in good order will be up 
there. 

Louis Oosthuizen must be a decent each way pick. Course suits and is a major’s specialist.  

Patrick Reed can challenge but only if he is in contention at the halfway stage. 

Shane Lowry as a links specialist and plays well in the wind. 

Lee Westwood. Is this his time? He is no spring chicken and needs to get his first major soon.  

Robert MacIntyre, not mentioned above, but another links specialist, who can work the ball in 
from unconventional positions.  

Matt Kuchar based upon his Open record and his liking for tricky courses. 

My current 3 selections against the field:- 

At this stage I will go with three golfers – Dustin Johnson, Louis Oosthuizen and Lee Westwood. 

As top ten selections I would have – Cam Smith, Robert MacIntyre and Matt Kuchar. 

To miss the cut:- 

To miss the cut, I would have – Justin Thomas, Bryson DeChambeau and Sergio Garcia. 
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So, who will be the winner? 



 

 

The players towards the top of the early markets who we don’t like are… 

Rory McIlroy looks short at 12/1 based upon his inconsistencies over the past year or so. I do 
appreciate that this type of course suits him, but he does have his fair share of wayward shots in 
the arsenal these days and Royal St Georges will find that out. Also, his putting game has been off 
for a while now.  

I also think That Brooks Koepka is too short at his current 14/1. Ok he does raise his game for 
Majors, but he is also having one bad round per tournament and that may be hard to overcome at 
Sandwich? 

Jordan Speith struggles to win which is weird based on his innate ability. He became the 2015 Open 
Champion just 3 years after he exploded onto the golf scene.  
However I would not want to take 18/1 now as he seems to put himself in positions and then mess 
up recently. 
 
Bryson DeChambeau will not be able to smash and gouge his way around Royal St Georges. He 
could end up in the dunes, on the beach or behind the portable toilets with his drives. To some 
20/1 may seem generous for such a talented golfer. But he only seems to have a ‘Plan A’ these days 
and this course requires a golfer to plot strategically and avoid the bogies. 

Justin Thomas is off his best game and has been for a while. I see this course being a big headache 
for him. It is not a course for someone with putting issues. The 20/1 does not interest me. 

Another golfer who looks good but seems always to mess up these days is Xander Schauffele. 
Xander is always well touted by pundits but always fails to win. He can plot his way around but 
seems to get impatient and then hits a bad shot that costs him a double bogey or worse for his 
folly. I would not want to back him at 20/1 before I see how he plays on the Thursday. 

 

Who do you like or who will you swerve? Let us know at admin@golfbetsgold.com 

Good luck Martin. 

If you would like to join for the Open we have a special discounted offer on at the moment. 
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Who do we want to swerve? 

Click here for our £10 trial month offer 
which includes a full month’s 

membership including the Open 

https://golfbetsgold.com/membership-offer/

